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Taken	collectively,	the	Am	Law	100	performed	well	in	terms	of	profitability.	In	order	they	were	Kirkland	&	Ellis;	Latham	&	Watkins;	DLA	Piper;	Baker	McKenzie;	Skadden,	Arps,	Slate,	Meagher	&	Flom;	Sidley	Austin;	Morgan,	Lewis	&	Bockius;	Hogan	Lovells;	White	&	Case;	and	Jones	Day.	Lewis	Brisbois	Bisgaard	&	Smith	reported	the	biggest	gain,
16.3%.	Eighty-six	firms	reported	gains	in	gross	revenue	in	2019.	The	Am	Law	100	report	includes	details	on	all	the	numbers	for	every	firm:	gross	revenue,	revenue	per	lawyer,	profits	per	equity	partner,	average	partner	compensation,	profits	per	lawyer	and	more.	For	questions	call	1-877-256-2472	or	contact	us	at	[email	protected]	The	South	Carolina
Bar	offers	a	series	of	educational	brochures	and	forms	on	a	variety	of	topics.To	view	the	documents	in	PDF	format,	you	will	need	to	have	Adobe	Reader.	In	many	respects,	2019	was	a	good	year	for	the	Am	Law	100.	If	you’re	interested	in	working	with	Lateral	Link	as	either	a	law	firm	or	a	candidate,	please	feel	free	to	reach	out	to	me.	Forty-one	law
firms	posted	gross	revenue	over	$1	billion	in	2019,	four	more	than	in	2018.	David’s	book,	Supreme	Ambitions:	A	Novel	(2014),	was	described	by	the	New	York	Times	as	“the	most	buzzed-about	novel	of	the	year”	among	legal	elites.	In	the	midst	of	a	global	pandemic	and	economic	downturn	—	one	that	hammered	so	many	industries,	from	airlines	to
hospitality	to	commercial	real	estate	—	Biglaw	firms	flourished.	Health	Care	Power	of	Attorney	Oder	Legal	Para	Atención	Médica	Living	Will	Children's	Issues	Kids'	Law	(provided	by	the	USC	School	of	Law	Children's	Law	Center)	Transitions:	Legal	Issues	for	Parents	and	Caregivers	of	Special	Needs	Children	Transitioning	to	Adulthood	Self-
Represented	DivorceThe	S.C.	Supreme	Court	Access	to	Justice	Commission,	along	with	S.C.	Legal	Services,	the	South	Carolina	Bar	and	S.C.	Court	Administration,	developed	instructions	and	forms	which	have	been	compiled	in	a	Self-Represented	Litigant	Simple	Divorce	Packet	for	plaintiffs	and	defendants.	Profits	per	equity	partner:	$2.23	million,	up
by	13.4	percent.	Total	attorney	headcount	actually	grew	slightly,	rising	by	1.7	percent	to	105,718,	and	the	number	of	equity	partners	remained	flat	(down	by	just	12	partners,	to	a	new	total	of	21,258).	Moving	on	from	the	rankings,	I’d	like	to	close	with	a	personal	announcement.	If	lawyers	are	so	bad	at	business,	then	why	did	the	Am	Law	100,	the
nation’s	100	largest	law	firms	ranked	by	revenue,	have	such	a	banner	year	in	2020?	Click	here	to	find	out	more	about	us.	As	mentioned	in	passing	in	this	New	York	Times	piece	by	media	columnist	Ben	Smith,	I’m	returning	to	full-time	writing	as	of	next	week.	As	Big	Law	does	its	best	to	navigate	the	coronavirus	crisis,	this	year’s	Am	Law	100	report
contemplates	how	last	year’s	numbers	will	affect	the	way	firms	manage	throughout	2020—and	what	next	year’s	numbers	could	look	like	when	all	is	said	and	done.	I	started	off	doing	it	for	fun	on	the	side,	but	I’ve	realized	after	five	months	or	so	that	I	want	to	do	it	full-time	and	try	to	make	a	living	out	of	it.	The	books	are	free,	but	there	is	nominal
charge	to	defray	the	costs	of	shipping.	If	you	would	like	to	pick	up	your	copies,	please	indicate	this	on	the	form	and	pick	them	up	at	950	Taylor	Street,	Columbia,	29201	between	9	a.m.	and	5	p.m.	weekdays.	(via	Getty	Images)	“Lawyers	are	terrible	businesspeople.”	You’ve	surely	heard	this	before.	You	can	access	the	full	list	here.	Gross	Revenue	Here
are	the	top	10	firms	in	the	2021	Am	Law	100	rankings,	ranked	by	their	gross	revenue	in	2020.	As	the	American	Lawyer	reports,	average	PPEP	increased	by	13	percent	in	2020,	and	56	firms	enjoyed	growth	rates	of	at	least	10	percent,	compared	to	just	23	in	last	year’s	rankings.	Gross	revenue	ticked	up	5%,	revenue	per	lawyer	climbed	3%,	and	profits
per	equity	partner	climbed	5%.	To	view	this	content,	please	continue	to	their	sites.	Why	am	I	seeing	this?	But,	at	least	collectively,	the	Am	Law	100	didn’t	juice	their	profits	by	slashing	lawyer	or	even	equity-partner	headcount.	You	may	download	this	program	free	of	charge	from	Adobe.Pocket	Legal	CounselorThis	free	packet	contains	easy-to-read
information	on	more	than	15	legal	issues,	including	how	to	choose	the	right	lawyer,	alternative	ways	to	resolve	disputes,	divorce,	elder	law,	buying	a	home	and	estate	planning.	Kudos	to	Kirkland	&	Ellis	and	Latham	&	Watkins,	once	again	the	two	top-grossing	firms,	which	both	grew	their	total	revenue	by	double	digits.	While	it	is	not	required,	you	are
encouraged	to	consult	an	attorney	for	assistance	in	executing	these	documents	and	answering	questions	specific	to	your	needs.	Back	in	December,	I	launched	a	new	publication	about	legal	affairs	called	Original	Jurisdiction.	As	usual,	Wachtell	Lipton	took	the	#1	spot,	with	an	incredible	$7.5	million	in	PPEP.	Let’s	now	take	a	closer	look	at	the	three	key
metrics	—	gross	revenue,	revenue	per	lawyer,	and	profits	per	partner	—	and	the	top	10	firms	in	each	category.	Before	joining	Lateral	Link,	David	founded	and	served	as	managing	editor	of	Above	the	Law.	Managed	by	former	practicing	attorneys	from	top	law	schools,	Lateral	Link	has	a	tradition	of	hiring	lawyers	to	execute	the	lateral	leaps	of
practicing	attorneys.	So	congratulations	to	Biglaw	on	its	big	success	in	2020	—	a	year	that	was,	to	put	it	mildly,	extremely	challenging	for	so	many	of	us.	I’ve	enjoyed	recruiting,	but	one	thing	I’ve	learned	about	myself	over	this	crazy	past	year,	including	my	near-death	experience	with	Covid-19,	is	that	writing	is	what	I	truly	love.	Although	I’m	finishing
up	my	work	here,	I’d	be	happy	to	connect	you	with	an	appropriate	colleague.		Thank	you,	and	please	do	stay	in	touch!	Ed.	note:	This	is	the	latest	installment	in	a	series	of	posts	from	Lateral	Link’s	team	of	expert	contributors.	This	post	is	by	David	Lat,	a	managing	director	in	the	New	York	office,	where	he	focuses	on	placing	top	associates,	partners	and
partner	groups	into	preeminent	law	firms	around	the	country.	With	over	14	offices	worldwide,	Lateral	Link	specializes	in	placing	attorneys	at	the	most	prestigious	law	firms	and	companies	in	the	world.	Yes,	cost-cutting	did	play	a	role;	firms	used	the	pandemic	as	an	opportunity	to	make	themselves	more	efficient,	eliminating	or	reducing	various
expenses	that	they	were	already	planning	to	cut	(e.g.,	certain	administrative	roles,	real	estate	costs,	etc.).	As	for	the	rest	of	the	top	10,	there	wasn’t	that	much	movement,	except	for	the	ascension	of	Cahill	and	Debevoise	(which	the	revenue	per	lawyer	rankings	hinted	at).	These	growth	rates	exceeded	those	posted	by	the	Am	Law	100	in	the	far	more
normal	year	of	2019	(which	were	5	percent,	3	percent,	and	5	percent,	respectively,	for	total	revenue,	RPL,	and	PPEP).	You	can	read	his	latest	writing	about	law	and	the	legal	profession	by	subscribing	to	Original	Jurisdiction,	his	Substack	newsletter.	O’Scannlain	of	the	U.S.	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Ninth	Circuit.	The	purpose	of	these	documents	is	to
provide	instructions	and	forms	for	people	who	choose	to	forego	hiring	an	attorney	but	would	like	to	file	a	divorce	based	on	one-year	continuous	separation.	You	can	connect	with	David	on	Twitter	(@DavidLat),	LinkedIn,	and	Facebook,	and	you	can	reach	him	by	email	at	davidlat@substack.com.	There	is	also	an	online	option	(	that	will	help	complete
your	forms	if	you	have	no	children	and	no	property	to	divide.	Right	now	it’s	free,	as	it	has	been	for	the	past	five	months.	-	FEATURES	-	Credit:	Kevin	Fales	The	Am	Law	100	Found	Success	in	2019.	LexisNexis®	and	Bloomberg	Law	customers	are	able	to	access	and	use	ALM's	content,	including	content	from	the	National	Law	Journal,	The	American
Lawyer,	Legaltech	News,	The	New	York	Law	Journal,	and	Corporate	Counsel,	as	well	as	other	sources	of	legal	information.	Kramer	Levin	Naftalis	&	Frankel	had	the	steepest	decline,	5.9%.	All	of	the	other	top-10	firms	also	increased	their	revenue,	except	for	Baker	McKenzie,	which	saw	a	slight	dip	(perhaps	due	to	the	global	nature	of	the	firm;	the	U.S.
legal	market	generally	performed	better	than	overseas	markets	last	year).	I	have	greatly	enjoyed	my	two	years	at	Lateral	Link,	in	large	part	because	of	my	amazing	colleagues,	and	I	wouldn’t	have	wanted	to	work	at	any	other	recruiting	firm.	(For	more	on	how	Davis	Polk	pulled	off	such	a	great	financial	performance,	see	this	Bloomberg	Law	piece	by
Roy	Strom.)	Revenue	Per	Lawyer	Here	are	the	top	10	firms	in	the	2021	Am	Law	rankings	based	on	revenue	per	lawyer.	Two	other	firms	known	for	strong	capital	markets	practices,	Cahill	Gordon	and	Debevoise	&	Plimpton,	also	posted	strong	gains,	breaking	into	the	top	10.	As	you	can	see,	revenue	per	lawyer	grew	quite	nicely	among	the	top	ten,	with
four	firms	posting	double-digit	growth.	Pocket	Legal	Counselor	Your	Guide	to	Magistrate's	CourtThis	booklet	contains	explains	explains	what	disputes	are	appropriate	for	resolution	through	Magistrate's	Court	and	includes	procedures	and	forms	to	help	guide	you	through	your	case.	Original	Jurisdiction	comes	out	as	both	a	newsletter	and	a	blog;
please	feel	free	to	sign	up	if	interested.	And	we	take	you	behind	the	numbers	with	in-depth	features	on	law	firm	mergers,	compensation	systems,	pension	plans	and	the	Super	Rich.	I	don’t	think	there’s	another	legal	search	firm	out	there	that	has	such	talented	recruiters	and	does	such	an	excellent	job	of	encouraging	and	incentivizing	them	to	work
together	as	a	team.	But	by	this	spring,	2019	already	felt	like	a	snapshot	of	another	lifetime.	Almost	three-quarters	of	the	Am	Law	100	—	74	firms,	to	be	precise	—	grew	their	gross	revenue.	In	2020,	42	firms	enjoyed	gross	revenue	in	excess	of	$1	billion,	one	more	than	the	41	firms	in	2019.	But	is	it	true?	What	drove	the	dramatic	increase	in
profitability?	But	Kirkland	&	Ellis,	in	recent	years	the	#2	firm,	got	bumped	out	of	second	place	by	Davis	Polk,	with	$6.35	million.	On	the	strength	of	its	capital	markets	practice,	Davis	Polk	had	the	biggest	gain,	a	whopping	22.6	percent.	Average	revenue	per	lawyer:	$1.05	million,	up	by	5	percent.	Your	Guide	to	Magistrate's	Court	Resources	for
SeniorsTaxes	at	DeathWhy	You	Need	a	Will	S.C.	Senior	Citizens	Handbook	To	order	mutliple	copies	of	the	updated	Senior	Citizens	Handbook,	download	this	order	form	and	return	to	Cindy	Coker.	Last	week,	the	American	Lawyer	issued	its	eagerly	anticipated	Am	Law	100	rankings	for	2021.	LexisNexis®	and	Bloomberg	Law	are	third	party	online
distributors	of	the	broad	collection	of	current	and	archived	versions	of	ALM's	legal	news	publications.	Lateral	Link	is	one	of	the	top-rated	international	legal	recruiting	firms.	These	forms	have	been	approved	the	S.C.	Supreme	Court.	Before	entering	the	media	and	recruiting	worlds,	David	worked	as	a	federal	prosecutor,	a	litigation	associate	at
Wachtell	Lipton,	and	a	law	clerk	to	Judge	Diarmuid	F.	The	top	10	firms	in	this	year’s	gross	revenue	ranking	remained	the	same,	with	a	few	changes	in	position.	Who	are	you	calling	a	terrible	businessperson	now?	Profits	Per	Equity	Partner	And	now,	everyone’s	favorite	ranking:	the	top	10	firms	by	profits	per	equity	partner.	If	2021	turns	out	to	be	like
2020,	it’s	conceivable	that	Davis	Polk	could	displace	Wachtell	as	#1	in	next	year’s	rankings	(but	based	on	the	strong	year	that	M&A	is	having	so	far,	I	wouldn’t	necessarily	count	on	that).	Advance	Care	Planning:	Talking	About	Your	Health	Care	Choices	Advance	Directive	FormsListed	below	are	links	to	living	will	and	health	care	power	of	attorney
forms	that	are	provided	by	statute.	Everyone	kept	their	2020	spots	except	for	White	&	Case	and	Hogan	Lovells,	who	swapped	places;	now	White	&	Case	is	#8	and	Hogan	Lovells	is	#9.	Next	week,	I	will	add	paid	subscriptions	—	which	is	how	writers	on	the	Substack	platform	earn	a	living	—	but	there	will	always	be	lots	of	free	content.	Will	It	Be
Enough	in	2020?	Once	again,	Wachtell	Lipton	and	Sullivan	&	Cromwell	took	the	top	two	spots	—	but	Davis	Polk	zoomed	up	from	#10	to	#3.	As	a	group,	here’s	how	the	Am	Law	100	fared	in	2020	(as	noted	by	Dan	Packel	in	his	excellent	analysis	of	the	data):	Total	revenue:	$111	billion,	up	by	6.6	percent.	As	you	can	see,	there	wasn’t	much	change	in
terms	of	the	rank	order	of	the	firms.
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