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How	to	turn	old	phone	camera	into	webcam.	How	to	turn	your	old	android	phone	into	a	webcam.

(Image	credit:	Shutterstock	/	Mila	Pashkovets)	Two	years	ago,	“Zoom	fatigue”	wasn’t	even	a	thing,	but	today	it’s	a	reality	accepted	by	everyone.	However,	could	having	your	business	webcam	(opens	in	new	tab)	on	during	meetings	and	calls	be	beneficial?	According	to	Zoom,	(perhaps	unsurprisingly)	it	very	much	can.	In	fact,	a	recent	survey	of	US
workers	by	the	video	conferencing	giant	found	that	keeping	the	camera	on	during	these	calls	positively	impacts	not	only	employees,	but	entire	teams,	as	well	as	businesses	as	a	whole.	By	analyzing	the	effects	of	keeping	the	camera	on,	Zoom	had	found	that	the	vast	majority	of	managers	(84%)	were	more	confident	in	their	hiring	decisions,	if	the
candidate	kept	the	camera	on	during	the	interview.Better	togetherHaving	a	camera	on	meant	that	people	felt	more	connected	to	the	task	they	were	assigned,	the	report	found,	and	they	were	able	to	work	more	broadly,	while	managers	felt	their	direct	reports	were	more	engaged.Asides	from	individual	workers,	the	wider	team	also	stands	to	gain,
including	possibly	the	most	obvious	way	-	better	collaboration	(opens	in	new	tab).	Roughly	four	in	five	(79%)	of	those	surveyed	said	they	feel	their	colleagues	pay	attention	when	the	video	is	on,	while	three-quarters	claim	the	quality	of	the	conversation	is	better	that	way.	Finally,	more	than	half	(59%)	believe	their	team-building	efforts	were	more
effective,	keeping	teams	on	better	terms.Video	on	as	mandatory	policyZoom	notes	that	a	business	as	a	whole	can	benefit	from	video	conferencing,	too.	It	creates	more	trust	with	both	potential	and	current	clients,	and	makes	closing	a	deal	more	likely.	Finally,	almost	two-thirds	(61%)	of	professionals	feel	they	perform	better	with	video	on.Even	though
the	majority	of	the	respondents	agree	“video	on”	brings	numerous	benefits	all	around,	very	few	believe	it	should	be	a	mandatory	company	policy.Zoom	seems	to	agree,	though,	as	the	report	concludes	that	“not	every	interaction	has	to	be	a	video	call”.	“Having	a	communications	ecosystem	in	place	to	support	flexible	business	collaboration	–	and	all	the
ways	people	want	to	communicate	–	will	set	you	up	for	success,”	it	concludes.Best	hybrid	working	tech:	Everything	you	need	for	the	return	to	the	office	You	must	install	a	mobile	app	on	your	Android	and	the	client	software	on	your	PC.Turn	on	developer	mode	and	enable	USB	Debugging	in	Settings	>	Developer	Options	>	USB	Debugging.The	PC	and
phone	must	be	connected	to	the	same	Wi-Fi	network	for	a	wireless	connection.	This	article	will	explain	how	to	use	your	Android	phone	as	a	webcam	on	your	computer.	While	many	laptops,	tablets,	and	2-in-1	computers	come	with	a	webcam	built-in,	it's	not	the	case	for	desktop	computers.	It	means	either	you	must	purchase	a	webcam	separately,	or	you
will	need	to	use	a	comparable	device	to	set	up	a	makeshift	video	camera.	One	way	is	to	use	your	smartphone	and	its	built-in	camera.	You	can	connect	your	Android	phone	to	your	computer,	using	either	a	wired	or	wireless	connection,	which	then	allows	the	computer	to	access	your	phone’s	camera.	You	can	also	choose	between	your	device's	front	or
rear	camera.	If	you	intend	to	use	a	wired	connection,	you’ll	need	the	proper	USB	cord	to	connect	your	phone	and	computer.If	you’re	planning	to	use	a	wireless	connection,	you	will	need	to	ensure	the	phone	and	computer	are	connected	to	the	same	network.You	need	to	install	an	app	on	both	the	phone	and	computer.	Unfortunately,	there	is	no	way	to
set	up	a	stable	connection	between	your	computer	and	your	Android	phone	without	using	a	third-party	app.	The	good	news	is	you	have	several	options	when	connecting	your	phone.	While	most	apps	utilize	a	wireless	connection,	requiring	your	phone	and	computer	to	be	on	the	same	Wi-Fi	network,	some	will	also	allow	you	to	connect	by	plugging	in	a
USB	cable.	You	can	connect	your	phone	to	your	computer	using	a	compatible	USB	cable,	so	you	can	access	the	camera	feed.	Using	a	USB	cable	also	keeps	powering	flowing	to	the	mobile	device.	Before	we	begin,	there	are	a	few	things	to	note:	The	app	we	recommend	using	is	DroidCam.	DroidCam	includes	free	and	paid	versions.	The	free	version
allows	low-quality	video	connections,	but	works	just	fine.	With	everything	set	up,	now	you	can	connect	your	Android	phone	and	use	it	as	a	wired	USB	webcam.	Here's	how	to	access	the	phone's	camera	on	your	computer:	On	your	Android	phone,	ensure	USB	Debugging	is	turned	on	in	Settings	>	Developer	Options	>	USB	Debugging.	Open	the
DroidCam	mobile	app	(on	your	phone).	It	will	ask	for	permission	to	access	your	device	camera	and	microphone.	Tap	Allow	for	both	prompts.	Before	connecting	the	computer	and	phone,	tap	the	camera	icon	in	the	top	right	(of	the	app)	and	choose	Front	for	the	front	camera.	If	you	do	not	do	this,	you	will	see	the	rear	camera	when	the	connection	is
active.	Start	the	DroidCam	client	software	on	your	computer,	and	then	connect	a	compatible	USB	cable	to	your	phone	and	PC.	You	will	see	a	notification	pop-up	on	your	phone	asking	for	permission	to	Allow	USB	Debugging.	Tap	Allow.	In	the	desktop	application,	click	the	USB	icon	to	connect	your	phone	with	a	USB	cable.	Also,	make	sure	the	boxes
next	to	Video	and	Audio	are	ticked.	You	should	see	the	name	of	your	device	in	the	connection	field.	If	you	do	not	see	it,	you	may	have	to	hit	the	refresh	button	and	then	select	it	in	the	dropdown.	When	you're	ready,	click	Start.	It	may	take	a	few	seconds	for	the	applications	to	sync,	but	you	should	see	your	camera	feed	on	your	computer	once	the
connection	is	successful.	Once	connected,	your	computer	will	continue	displaying	the	camera	feed	from	your	phone,	and	you	can	select	the	camera	in	video	apps.	The	display	will	eventually	turn	off	on	your	phone	to	preserve	power,	but	the	camera	feed	will	remain	active.	You	must	always	launch	the	DroidCam	mobile	app	and	software,	and	connect
the	feed,	before	starting	any	conferencing	or	video	chat	tools,	like	Zoom.	Otherwise,	the	conferencing	software	will	not	recognize	the	external	camera.	Using	the	same	application(s),	you	can	also	connect	your	phone	to	your	computer	over	your	home	Wi-Fi	network.	Granted,	both	your	computer	and	your	phone	must	be	connected	to	the	same	network.
If	you	don't	want	to	use	a	USB	cable	or	wired	connection,	you	can	always	sync	the	computer	and	phone	wirelessly	over	Wi-Fi.	Both	devices	must	be	connected	to	the	same	local	network.	Here's	how	to	show	the	phone's	camera	feed	on	your	computer:	Whether	you	are	connecting	via	USB	(wired)	or	wirelessly,	steps	1-3	are	nearly	identical.	You	may	not
have	to	repeat	the	process	if	you've	done	it	already,	such	as	when	you're	giving	the	app	permission	to	access	your	camera	and	mic.	Always	start	the	DroidCam	mobile	application	first.	Give	the	app	permission	to	access	your	camera	and	microphone	if	requested.	Tap	Allow	for	both	prompts.	If	you’ve	already	done	this	before	you	shouldn't	have	to	do	it
again,	and	may	skip	this	step.	Before	setting	up	the	Wi-Fi	connection,	tap	the	camera	icon	in	the	top	right	(of	the	app)	and	choose	Front	for	the	front	camera.	If	you	do	not	do	this,	you	will	see	the	rear	camera	when	the	connection	is	active.	Start	the	DroidCam	desktop	client.	Leave	the	first	option	(a	Wi-Fi	icon)	selected.	In	the	mobile	app	(on	your
phone),	you	will	see	IP	and	port	information	labeled	as	WiFi	IP	and	DroidCam	Port.	Enter	the	information	exactly	as	shown	in	the	respective	fields	on	the	PC	client.	Make	sure	the	Video	and	Audio	fields	are	also	checked.	Then	click	Start	when	you’re	ready	to	connect.	It	may	take	a	few	seconds	for	the	applications	to	sync,	but	you	should	see	your
camera	feed	on	your	computer	once	the	connection	is	successful.	Once	connected,	your	computer	will	continue	displaying	the	camera	feed	from	your	phone	and	you	can	select	the	camera	in	video	apps.	The	display	will	eventually	turn	off	on	your	phone	to	preserve	power,	but	the	camera	feed	will	remain	active.	Be	sure	to	prop	your	phone	up	on	a
stand	so	the	video	is	stabilized!	You	might	also	consider	installing	some	better	lighting	or	using	a	selfie	ring	light.	FAQ	How	do	you	use	your	phone	as	a	webcam	for	Twitch?	On	your	Android	device,	download	the	CamON	Live	Streaming	app,	then	launch	the	app,	select	the	camera	you	want	to	use,	and	choose	your	feed	quality.	Using	a	browser	or
media	source,	import	the	feed	into	your	broadcasting	software,	then	follow	your	broadcasting	software's	prompts.	How	do	I	use	an	iPhone	as	a	webcam?	To	use	your	iPhone	as	a	webcam,	you'll	need	to	download	the	EpocCam	app	to	your	iPhone,	then	launch	the	app	and	allow	it	to	access	your	mic	and	camera.	On	your	Mac,	download	the	EpocCam	app
from	the	Mac	App	Store,	then	launch	the	app.	Make	sure	your	Mac	and	iPhone	are	on	the	same	Wi-Fi	network;	they'll	connect	automatically,	and	you'll	see	the	live	feed	from	your	iPhone	on	your	Mac.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Webcams	are	now	a	ubiquitous	part	of	laptops,	but
some	users	might	want	to	turn	them	off	because	of	security	concerns.	While	it’s	infrequent,	some	malware	can	actually	access	computers’	webcams	and	quietly	spy	on	users.	In	2014,	several	people	were	arrested	in	the	United	Kingdom	for	spreading	that	kind	of	software.There	are	several	ways	to	ensure	that	your	computer’s	webcam	is	behaving	the
way	it	should.MORE:	How	to	turn	your	laptop	into	a	home	security	systemDownload	and	Run	Antivirus/Anti-Malware	SoftwareWhile	this	should	be	a	normal	part	of	maintenance	for	any	Windows	user,	it’s	one	way	to	ensure	that	no	malware	is	attempting	to	hijack	your	webcam.	Popular	free	options	for	security	software	include	Avast	and
Malwarebytes.	In	addition,	practicing	normal,	safe	Internet	usage	habits	(not	opening	unfamiliar	email	attachments,	etc.)	is	also	advised.Turn	Off	the	Webcam	Completely1.	Open	the	Start	menu	or	(on	Windows	8)	the	Start	screen.2.	Type	Device	Manager	into	the	search	field	and	select	the	first	result,	which	should	open	Windows’	Device	Manager.3.
Locate	Imaging	Devices,	which	should	display	any	webcams	installed,	under	the	Device	Manager.4.	Right	click	on	your	webcam	and	select	Disable.	A	pop-up	window	will	appear	to	confirm	this	choice;	click	Yes	and	close	the	windows.Your	webcam	will	now	be	turned	off.	If	you	ever	need	to	use	the	webcam,	follow	the	above	steps,	but	select	Enable
when	right	clicking	on	your	webcam.Put	Tape	Over	the	WebcamThis	final	method	is	rather	low-tech,	but	works	if	you	can’t	or	don’t	want	to	mess	with	software	or	your	computer’s	settings.	Simply	put	a	piece	of	duct	tape	or	masking	tape	over	the	lens.	The	downsides,	of	course,	are	mainly	aesthetic,	including	sticky	residue	possibly	left	behind	if	the
tape	is	removed.
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